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RECENT LEGAL LITERATURE 



A Digest of the Bankruptcy Decisions Under the National Bankruptcy 
Act of 1898. Reported in the American Bankruptcy Reports, Vol- 
umes 1 to 14 inclusive (1898-1906), and of the notes therein con- 
tained, with a table of the decisions reported therein and a table of 
sections of the Act of 1898, construed in, or considered in, or affected 
by, such decisions. By Melvin T. Bender and Harold J. Hinman, of 
the Albany, N. Y., Bar. Albany, N. Y. : Matthew Bender and Com- 
pany, 1906, pp. xiii, 561. 
The preparation of this digest — said by the publishers to be "the only 
digest of the Bankruptcy Decisions under the Act of 1898" — has been ren- 
dered necessary by the rapid accumulation of the reports of decisions in this 
branch of the law. The Bankruptcy Reports have been appearing at the 
average rate of two stout volumes per year since 1899, and although there 
is a very excellent Index-Digest at the end of the sixth volume and simi- 
lar indexes for the several individual volumes, the necessity for a complete 
digest, brought down to date, has become an insistent one. 

The authors tell us that the work has been done with the greatest pos- 
sible care, and so far as may be determined from a somewhat careful exam- 
ination, the prime requisites of a digest; i. e., completeness and accuracy, 
seem to have been attained. It may be said that the insertion of some 
rubrics out of their alphabetical order ; e. g., "Appraisal" between "Amenda- 
tory Act" and "Ancillary Jurisdiction," with the latter followed by "Answer" 
and "Appeal," though detracting little from the practical value of the book, 
is open to censure in the words of the old classical critic, "quia opus sine isto 
duci poterat." 

The Table of Sections of the Bankruptcy Act, construed in, or considered 
in, or affected by the decisions reported in the several volumes of the Bank- 
ruptcy Reports, which has been inserted at the beginning of the Digest, will 
be found a useful feature. There is a full "Table of Cases Reported" 
appended to the volume. J. H. D. 



Foibles of the Bar. By Henry S. Wilcox of the Chicago Bar. Chicago : 
Legal Literature Co., 1906, pp. 163. 
This is one of a series of books, by the same author, others of which are 
"Foibles of the Bench," already published, and "Frailties of the Jury" and 
"Fallacies of the Law," projected. The author's avowed purpose is to point 
out the foibles, failings and the sins of omission and commission of lawyers. 
This he has done by depicting typical characters and narrating anecdotes con- 
cerning them. The literary style of the book is not deserving, perhaps, of 
the highest praise, and the "typical characters" do not impress one as alto- 
gether life-like, but Mr. Wilcox is evidently an acute observer and he has 
drawn in strong colors, the weaknesses and professional mistakes and wrong- 
doings, which every lawyer of experience has observed in his fellow-members 
of the Bar, if not in himself. The author's attitude is earnest and high- 
minded, and there is a strong ethical tone throughout the book, which should 
make it an influence for good with its readers. Among the foibles and 
wrongs pilloried are, "verbosity," "greed," "desire for office," "trickiness," 
"bluffing," the making of useless "objections," "deceiving the court." 

H. M. B. 



